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Introduction

More than 20 years have passed since the publication of SPINE, the current 
English curriculum taught at basic and secondary stages in Sudan. Since the 
publication of SPINE, a lot has changed in terms of methodologies, learning 
trends and educational guidelines.

This new English language curriculum, SMILE (Sudan Modern Integrated 
Learning of English), is specially tailored to Sudanese pupils in general 
education and it is intended to replace the SPINE Curriculum. It is a response 
to the decision made at the 2012 Educational Policy Conference to introduce 
Sudanese pupils to the English language earlier to improve the English 
language standard in Sudan.

The Federal Ministry of Education and the NCCER-Bakhter-Ruda in 
partnership with the World Bank Basic Education Recovery Project (BERP) 
and in collaboration with the British Council in Khartoum, worked to produce 
the SMILE Curriculum.

The SMILE Curriculum is the result of collective work done by national 
and international material writers, consultants, special advisors and artists, all 
under the supervision and administration of the NCCER.

The introduction of English language learning in the basic level grades aims 
to prepare Sudanese pupils to participate productively in the 21st century. 
Pupils will become aware of the significance of English as an international 
means of knowledge and communication. 

 The SMILE series is comprised of the following components:

1. A Pupil’s Book.
2. An Activity Book.
3. A Teacher’s Book.
4. CD/ Mp3s.
5. Posters/ Flashcards.

The SMILE series is a pupil-centred, standards-based curriculum. It targets 
phonics and makes use of cross-curricular topics and enjoyable learning 
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activities to motivate younger learners. Both print and cursive handwriting 
are introduced from the very beginning of the course. The SMILE Curriculum 
intends to develop a positive attitude towards English as a foreign language 
and teaches the four langage skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) 
simultaneously.

The SMILE Curriculum adopts communicative approaches for teaching 
English as a foreign language at the basic level in Sudan. Communicative 
mechanisms such as Total Physical Response (TPR), storytelling, guessing 
games, roleplays, body language, problem solving drills, spelling practice, 
phonic drills and the incorporation of cross-curricular material ensure that 
pupils are exposed to many ways to practise English communicatively. 

The SMILE Curriculum’s evaluation and assessment methods utilise both 
formative and summative approaches. At all levels, assessment emphasises 
the achievement of both standards and their indicators for each grade, aiming 
to attain and guarantee a high quality assurance curriculum and to confirm a 
High Stake Standards Benchmark (HSSB) syllabus. Moreover, at all levels, 
a cross-curricular dimension that also includes life skills, morals, traditions 
and values has been incorporated thoroughly into the content of the syllabus; 
adding relevance and cohesion with the rest of the basic level curricula 
subjects.

By the end of the basic level at grade 9 pupils should:
1. have developed a positive attitude towards the English language.
2. have participated in enjoyable pupil-centred learning, which employs 
the use of interactive drills, simple stories, rhymes, chants, language 
games, phonic activities, arts, project work and integrated language skills 
development.
3. have built their confidence and self-esteem through active use of the 
language.
4. have acquired a strong foundation for the four linguistic skills: listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.
5. be able to understand, reply to and participate in dialogues, roleplays 
and interviews using a variety of lexical sets and formulaic expressions.
6. be able to read and write a variety of different text types for a variety of 
purposes suitable to their age group.
7. have developed various life skills, including critical thinking, problem 
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solving and decision making.
8. have received positive input about their own Sudanese culture and that 
of English speaking countries.
9. have raised their awareness about the diversity of cultures within Sudan.
10. have developed cross-curricular skills.
11. be able to read and understand national and international supplementary 
readers in later grades.
12. have received inclusive teaching and encouragement regardless of 
linguistic aptitude and performance through the use of special educational 
teaching strategies.
13. have been exposed to examples of modern technology.
14. have achieved level B1 of the Common European Framework (CEF).

SMILE textbooks consist of twelve units which follow a consistent format: 
every unit has eight lessons. Lesson 8 is always a revision for the previous 
lessons of the unit.  Most units include two recordings; these are of dialogues, 
chants and/or stories. Most units also include a story. Unit 12 revises learning 
from previous units, while for Books 2 – 7, Unit 1 consolidates learning from 
the previous year’s book.

We hope that the SMILE Curriculum will be accessible to pupils, teachers, 
supervisors and parents. 

With best regards, 

Dr Hamdan Ahmed Hamdan Abuanja 
Head of the English Language Department – NCCER 
Bakhter-Ruda, November 2016
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3. 

4. 

1. Swim                                                      a mountain.
2. Fly                                                         lots of fruit.
3. Climb                                                      in the air.
4. Eat                                                         in a river.

1.

68

49
A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

r

r

r

swim 
climb trees 
fly

talk 
run

69

59
A. Trace and write.

 B. Write sentences with can (   ) or can’t (   ).r






Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Look and write.

__

__ __ __

 __          __

 __ __ __ __ __

__          __

       __ __ __      __ __ 

1 2 3

4 5 6

70

69
A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Read, write and draw.

4. 

3. 

1. 

71

79
A. Trace and write.

1 2

3 4

2.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Read and    or X.

X

1. This is a whale. 2. Birds can fly in the sky.

5. Lions like ice cream. 

4. People can walk and run.3. Camels live in rivers.

6. We can see three hens.

72

89
A. Trace and write.

Revision





Activity Book

Unit Lesson

1.

2. 

3.

B. Write about the picture. Use there is and there are.

Food and Drink

73

110
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Listen, match and draw lines.

Ahmed

Dalia

Cathy
74

210
A. Trace and write.

1

2

3



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Listen, write the letters and say.

43

5 6

21

a

75

310
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Read, match and draw lines. 

C. Write sentences with Don’t. 

1.

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. Cut up                                                      clean water.
2. Put the fruit                                            and the fruit.
3. Add some                                                 the fruit.
4. Mix the water                                          in a glass.
5. Put the juice                                             in a mixer.

76

410
A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

1. l can walk with my legs.

3. l can smell with my mouth.

2. l can see with my ears.

4. l can read with my eyes.

B. Read and    or X.

77

510

Smile

A. Trace and write.





Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

 B. Write the words.

          __ __ __ __

 __ __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __ __

          __      __ __ ____ __ __ __

       __ __ __      __ __

1 2 3

4 5 6

78

610
A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

mango juice orange juice

B. Write sentences with l’d like… please. 

C. Write the words in the correct order.

1. juice  / water?  / or / Would / like / you 

2. for / eggs / There /  breakfast. / are

onions

carrots
1

2

79

710
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

1. What is your favourite food?

2. What is your favourite drink?

3. What is your favourite animal?

C. Read and write answers.

B. Read, match and write.  

peanuts        tomatoes          oranges          sugar

1 2 3 4

80

810
A. Trace and write.

Revision



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Listen, write the letters and say.

111

43

5 6

21

Our Environment

81

A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Write sentences with We can.

1. 

2. 

3.

82

211

1 2 3

A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Read, draw and write. 

What can you do in a park?

1

2

83

311
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Read, match and draw lines. 

C. Write sentences with Don’t.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. Go                                                           in the park.
2. Pick                                                         the flowers.
3. Drop                                                        to the park.
4. Play                                                          rubbish here.
5. Catch                                                       a bus.

84

411
A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Look and    the rubbish.

3

7

1 2

6

4

8

5

85

511
A. Trace and write.





Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

__ __ __ __ __ __

B. Look and write.

C. Read, draw and write. 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

 What can you make from this?

1 2 3 4

86

611

A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Write sentences about the pictures with lots of and no. 

elephants / goats

keys / pencils

1

2

87

711
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Look and write.

1 2 3

88

1. Ali can see

2. 

3. 

811

A. Trace and write.

little

brown

small

Revision



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

Hassan

Ahmed

Eddie

Fatma

B. Listen and colour.

Eid El Fitr

89

112
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

Dalia Fatma Cathy

B. Look, read and write answers.

90

212

A. Trace and write.

1. Whose bag is this?              2. Whose flower is this?

3. Whose book is this?              4. Whose pen is this?

5. Whose apple is this?              6. Whose toy is this?



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

B. Read, write answers and draw.

1. What are your favourite Eid clothes? 

2. What is your favourite Eid food?

91

312
A. Trace and write.

1 2



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

a

B. Listen, write the letters and say.

43

5 6

21

92

412
A. Trace and write.



Activity Book

Unit Lesson

__ __ __ __

B. Look and write. 

C. Write the words in the correct order.

1. of / window. / kitchen / Look / the / out

2. the / past / market. / new / walk / Don’t

1 2 3 4

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ____ __ __ __  __ __ __      __

93

512
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

1. Put the flour in a bowl.

3. Cook the cake for an hour.

2. Mix the flour, salt and oil.

4. Wash the cake tin.

B. Read and    or X.

94

612
A. Trace and write.





Activity Book

Unit Lesson

How many brothers and sisters have you got? 

Badria                      her grandmother           her grandfather

her sister                      her father                    her baby brother

her mother                    her brother

6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

B. Read, match and number.

C. Read and write the answer.

95

712
A. Trace and write.



Unit Lesson

Activity Book 1

B. Write sentences with l’d like..., please or l don’t want…, thank you. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

96

1 2 3 4

812

A. Trace and write.

Revision



Activity Book

Extra practice page

97



Activity Book 1 98

Extra practice page



Activity Book

Extra practice page

99



Activity Book 1 100

Extra practice page



Activity Book

Extra practice page

101



Activity Book 1 102

Extra practice page
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